
Dear Mayor Durkan and Seattle City Council Members,  

The Commodore Park Great Blue Heron Colony wouldn’t exist without the grove of 
aspen trees perched above the Ballard Locks, and before that in the forest of Kiwanis 
Ravine. Seattle is fortunate to be home to several other Great Blue Heron colonies, 
including the North Beach neighborhood, the West Marginal Way Greenbelt, Matthews 
Beach, and the University of Washington campus. Year after year, the herons return to 
their nests. During an undisturbed season, two to four chicks typically fledge per nest. 
 
Great Blue Herons and their nests are protected under the federal Migratory Bird Act. 
They are also recognized by both the State of Washington and the City of Seattle as 
Species of Local Importance. As the population of Seattle continues to increase, the 
availability of suitable breeding habitat decreases. 

We urge you to provide strong leadership now to significantly strengthen 
Seattle’s tree ordinance to protect our trees and urban forest.  

Seattle’s urban forest is an integral and vital part of our city.  It provides many benefits 
and amenities to those living in our city.  Trees help clean our air and enhance public 
health, reduce stormwater runoff, mitigate climate change, decrease the impacts of heat 
and wind, provide habitat for birds and wildlife and give us a connection with nature in 
our neighborhoods. 

Seattle’s rapid growth is reducing these beneficial impacts as trees are removed, 
particularly during development across our city. It is urgent that you act now to stop the 
loss of trees, particularly exceptional trees and tree groves, and to promote 
environmental equity as we increase our tree canopy. 

We urge you to act now by updating our current tree ordinances and regulations 
as follows: 
1. Adopt a policy of a net increase of Seattle’s tree canopy each year to reach 

the city’s current goal of 30% tree canopy.  This requires maintaining and 
strengthening current protections for both significant and exceptional trees, tree 
groves, Heritage trees, environmentally critical areas and natural areas. 

2. Require the replacement of all trees removed that are 6” DBH and larger with 
equivalent sized trees (e.g. small, medium or large) – either on site:  or pay 
the replacement and maintenance mitigation costs into a City Tree 
Replacement and Maintenance Fund. Allow the Fund to accept fines, donations, 
grants and for acquiring land and setting easements and Tree Protection Trusts. 

3. Expand the existing tree removal and replacement permit, 2-week notice and 
posting system used by SDOT – to cover all public and private trees 6” DBH 
and larger on both public and private property in all land use zones. Allow 
removal of no more than 1  significant non-exceptional tree per lot per year. 

4.  Establish one citywide database when applying for tree removal and 
replacement permits and to track changes in the tree canopy.  Post online all 



permit requests and permit approvals for public viewing.  Expand SDOT’s existing 
tree map to include all the trees in the city that are removed and replaced. 

5. Require a detailed Urban Forest Canopy Assessment for all development 
projects prior to any development beginning. This detailed tree inventory should be 
entered into a public database.  Replacement trees should be based on equivalent 
tree size at maturity. 

6. Expand SDOT’s existing tree service provider’s registration and certification 
to include all tree service providers working on trees in Seattle.  

7. Consolidate tree oversight into one city entity: The Office of Sustainability 
and Environment, as was recommended by the Seattle City Auditor in 
2009.  Give OSE the additional authority needed to ensure that trees have an 
independent advocate for their protection to avoid conflicting goals in other city 
departments. 

8. Emphasize native trees and vegetation, particularly conifers, to maximize 
sustainability and environmental services.  Require the removal of invasive 
plants during development. Increase incentives for protecting trees and provide 
public assistance for property owners who need help complying with the city 
ordinance. To increase compliance increase penalties, fines and enforcement. 
Ensure environmental equity in maintaining and increasing our tree canopy across 
the city. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Heron Habitat Helpers  
 
Mike Marsh, Heidi Carpine, Marla Master, Deborah Jacobsen, Carol Burton, Walter 
Freisen, Kathleen Atkins, Linda Marsh 
 
www.heronhelpers.org 

 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heronhelpers.org&data=02%7C01%7C%7C845a3c7b50084bf57c3508d5e4363c53%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636665843945004004&sdata=0Or%2FaSL5IbuGn6kH5LkIEw4ptOgPtzUfB42qsPSzq%2FM%3D&reserved=0

